
“	  Building	  Background	  Knowledge	  of	  
Adolescent	  Literacy	  



*  Today’s	  Goals	  
*  Take	  part	  in	  a	  Common	  Study	  of	  our	  Anchor	  Text	  
*  Utilize	  “close	  reading”	  technique	  and	  annotate	  the	  anchor	  text	  

using	  three	  techniques	  
*  Underline	  major	  points	  

* ?-‐question	  the	  author/text	  and	  record	  in	  margins	  
*  Draw	  arrow	  record	  in	  margins	  when	  connections	  are	  made	  	  

*  Outline	  of	  Meeting	  
*  What	  we	  are	  doing	  today	  
*  Purpose	  of	  today’s	  work	  

Goals	  and	  Meeting	  Outline	  



STUDY	  



*  Time	  to	  Study	  our	  Topic	  of	  
Adolescent	  Reading	  and	  the	  
challenges	  of	  complex	  text	  
with	  below	  grade	  level	  
readers.	  
*  Anchor	  Text-‐Too	  Dumb	  for	  

Complex	  Text	  by	  Mark	  
Bauerlein	  of	  Emory	  University	  

*  https://bbnn.wikispaces.com/file/detail/Too+Dumb+for
+Complex+Texts%EF%80%A5+.pdf	  

*  Or	  
*   https://www.yumpu.com/en/document/view/

41030492/too-‐dumb-‐for-‐complex-‐texts-‐pdf-‐cresskill-‐
public-‐schools	  

STUDY	  



* Time	  to	  Read	  
*  Close	  Reading	  Activity	  1	  
* Read	  for	  the	  “gist”	  	  
* Underline	  major	  points	  within	  the	  text	  
* Use	  a	  question	  mark	  (?)	  for	  questions	  that	  you	  have	  
during	  the	  reading.	  	  Be	  sure	  to	  write	  the	  question	  in	  the	  
margins	  of	  the	  text	  beside	  the	  question	  mark.	  
* Draw	  an	  arrow	  when	  you	  make	  a	  connection	  to	  
something	  inside	  the	  text	  or	  to	  an	  idea	  or	  experience	  
outside	  the	  text.	  	  Briefly	  note	  your	  connections.	  	  

STUDY	  





* You	  will	  now	  count	  off	  from	  1-‐3	  and	  
break	  off	  in	  your	  focus	  groups.	  	  	  
* Group	  1-‐Major	  Points	  	  
* Group	  2-‐Questions	  
* Group	  3-‐Connections	  

DISCUSS	  



* Community	  Discussion	  
* “What,	  So	  What,	  Now	  What”	  

Discuss	  



* Now	  What	  
* Discuss	  Session	  2	  Agenda	  
* Establish	  Session	  2	  Groups	  by	  Readings	  
* Establish	  next	  steps	  and	  goals	  based	  on	  
what	  the	  community	  would	  like	  to	  know	  
and	  would	  like	  to	  put	  into	  place	  

Closing	  



*  Please	  fill	  out	  the	  evaluation	  at	  the	  following	  link	  

Conclusion	  and	  Evaluations	  


